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My experiences of being a Hip Hop enthusiast and working in youth sectors with a diverse range of young people have been challenging and rewarding, interestingly my observations from these experiences have led me to think that there is a strong link between Hip Hop’s expressional art forms and its ability to have a positive influence on young people’s creativity within the arts. 

I decided to investigate into if Hip Hop’s musical expressional art forms through music technology could encourage and motivate creativity within music education. The research approach involved a qualitative case study style research technique that was carried out within the college using questionnaires, interviews and a focus group involving a range of pupils as participants. 

Data derived from the research clearly indicated that young people want ‘opportunity’. Expression through Hip Hop mediums can sometimes appear simple and easy but once analysis has taken place it is evident that there is a high level of sophistication within the skills and practice. Many young people that have once acquired skills to a higher level can develop a sense of satisfaction and also pride which can become competitive. This competiveness in Hip Hop culture interests me as I consider it to be ‘healthy’. My experiences tell me that the teaching of being competitive within creativity can be well received by young people as it provides opportunity for frustrated expression through the ‘right’ channels rather then the negative avenues that often surround certain young people of today. 

Further experiences from teaching music technology have shown me that young people feel excitement by using technology when expressing themselves. A high portion of participants in this research felt that introducing Hip Hop’s musical expressions would provide a more interesting and diverse education that would also be motivational towards their music learning and their ability of keeping focused. I feel that our schools may need to implement more innovate ways of allowing pupils to explore and discover to stimulate creativity across the breadth of the curriculum, the use of technology can aid to stimulate all this. 

Introducing Hip Hop’s arts could be one of many ways of implementing Ken Robinson’s ideas of creating an education system that nurtures and cultivates creativity which caters for multiple types of intelligence. Robinson wants us to have an understanding of young people who may not be academic but artistic. 

It would be fair to say that most of the young people involved in my research were positive towards the notion of introducing Hip Hop’s arts into the curriculum, data has suggested that more opportunities would be provided for young people and that these opportunities were mostly related to being able to express creativity. Most candidates were also in favour of Hip Hop’s expressions being relevant in education; however a majority felt that it might only be relevant to certain people. I feel that by giving value to creative communities such as Hip Hop’s, interesting opportunities could be provided for young people, for many even those who maybe alien to Hip Hop it could enrich their educational experiences and help them to think in a creative way that is different to usual, making it interesting and highly relevant when applied according to their own individual style and ability, this I would say is encouraging, motivating and also embracing creativity for our young people.
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