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A Applying to University

1. www.ucas.com The godfather of all university sites. Take at least
an hour to browse what it offers. You can, for example, do an online test
that will ask you about your interests and abilities and then use this
information to select university degrees that would suit you. There is also a
very helpful section on this site for parents.

2. www.ukcoursefinder.com Not yet 100% sure you want to go, or
what you want to study? Do the online test to find out. Lots of information
too on how to complete the UCAS form, whether to take a gap year etc.

3. www.isco.org.uk Go to the course finder page for another on line
test. In 15 minutes 50,000+ courses will have been narrowed down to a
dozen or so.

4. www.hotcourses.com Say what you want to study, which region
you’d like to go to and watch what happens. I entered ‘Geography’ and ‘East
Midlands’ and 398 results appeared.

5. www.scit.wlv.ac.uk/ukinfo/uk.map.html Can’t tell Aberdeen from
Aberystwyth? This opens with a UK map showing you where all the
universities are located with excellent onward links to further information
about every university.

6. www.hero.ac.uk Hero = Higher Education Research Opportunities.
Note that whenever you see .ac in a web address you know that it will be an
‘academic’ web site. This one gives detailed, reliable information concerning
online prospectuses, etc.

7. www.qaa.ac.uk The Quality Assurance Agency reports on teaching
quality in almost every department in every university. You’re spending a
lot of your money on going to university; use this site to see that you’re
spending it wisely.

8. www.tgi.ac.uk Choose your subject, then access a review of the
teaching quality at each university. When you’re spending so much money
on getting a degree you want to know if it’s Waitrose or Aldi!

9. www.hefce.ac.uk On this site you can access the National Student
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Survey — the results of a series of questions final year undergraduates were
asked about the quality of their courses. Yet again, we remind you to spend
your money wisely.

10.www.education.guardian.co.uk/universityguide Very clear, easy to
use league tables. Find out the top ten universities for each subject.

11.www.timesonline.co.uk Click on education then on Times Good
Education Guide for another set of league tables.

12.www.unofficial-guides.com  “Refreshingly honest and idiosyncratic”
said one of our student reviewers. Lots of student opinions are expressed,
and they clearly enjoyed their time.

13.www.push.co.uk This is an alternative guide, telling you how it
really is. You’ll need to buy the book or subscribe to get the full picture.

14.www.thestudentroom.co.uk You can get some lively discussions here
and opinions can be both petulant and fruity, so access the site with a
sceptical frame of mind.

15.www.prospects.ac.uk This site tells you what sort of jobs people get
with their degrees. Can you get a job with an anthropology degree? Look
here to find out. There’s also information about open days and careers fairs,
job vacancies and gap year experiences.

16.www.bbc.co.uk/radiol /onelife A very chatty, friendly website
offering plenty of non-assuming advice without criticism. Go to the
education pages for advice on applying and lots more.

17.www.studentuk.com Lots of general, informal advice for teenagers.
One of the themes is applying to university.

18.www.studentbook.org The tag line for this website is ‘university
choice made easy’. Certainly Peter Hilton studying Physics and Philosophy
at Nottingham University liked it: “Student Book was a massive help in
guiding me through my university choice.”

19.www.springboard.co.uk Bright and lively site with lots of advice
(for parents too!) on applying to university, gap years, jobs. The degree
search by region section is highly praised.

20.www.doctorjob.com As well as advising you about job opening for
graduates, this also offers advice on applying to university.
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21.www.aimhigher.ac.uk This site gives a good insight into why you
ought to consider going to university. Loads of information, including the
financial implications of going.

22.www.opendays.com Pretty obvious really. The book online section
is useful.
23.www.braintrack.com Want to study abroad? Links here to nearly

7000 universities in 189 countries.

24. www.fulbright.co.uk If you want to study in the USA, take a look at
this site.
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