BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in 
Music Technology (Production)
BTEC Level 3 is an established and well respected vocational qualification that provides learners with expertise and knowledge in the field of music technology.

The course can be combined with traditional A level courses or with other vocational courses and is suitable for students wishing to progress into higher education or enter the workplace.  Assessment is entirely through coursework with no formal exams.  

Music Technology is the study of the technology and techniques that are used in sound and music making. At Beauchamp College this mostly involves the recording of sound using microphones and the creation of music using computers. It also involves studying and analysing the technology that is used and the industry that sound and music professionals work in.

BTEC level 3 Subsidiary Diploma

· Course is equivalent to one A level

· Consists of six units (four mandatory and two optional)

· Studied over one year (twelve periods a week)

· Studied over two years (six 50 minute periods a week)

What will I study?
You will study the following units:

Music Production Techniques: In this unit you will plan and produce a range of music using a range of techniques: audio sequencing, MIDI sequencing, synthesis and multi-track audio recording.

Sequencing Systems and Techniques: This unit explores modern music production methods using computers. You will explore MIDI sequencing methods including note entry and editing. Audio sequencing methods are then explored with a particular focus on sampling. The technology behind these systems is also explored in depth. You will also be expected to set up a computer workstation.

Sound Creation and Manipulation: This unit explores modern sound creation methods including audio editing, sampling and synthesis.

Delivering a Music Product: This unit focuses on studio recording techniques including microphone selection, multi-track recording, mixing and mastering.

Marketing and Promotion in the Music Industry: This unit looks closely at the music industry and in particular how a product is promoted in order to create sales.

Music Technology in Performance: This unit explores using the technology at our disposal in order to create a live performance. The history of electronic music and performance will give context to your work. There will be more focus on using some items of hardware.

Facilities

The Music Technology Department has a Mac Pro based 24-track digital recording studio with a large recording space and a full complement of microphones. There is also a sequencing laboratory with Apple Mac computers running Logic Pro 9 software. Each computer has a pair of headphones and a MIDI (Music) keyboard attached. There are hardware samplers and drums machines as well as CD, Vinyl and computer based DJ systems.

What are the course qualification requirements?

· At least 5 GCSEs grade A*-C  


(to include a C/Pass in a relevant GCSE/BTEC if taken in year 11)


or

· At least Distinction in BTEC Level 2 Diploma or two Distinctions in BTEC Level 2 Extended Certificates if taken as a Year 12 one year course, plus a recommendation of suitability

· GCSE Grade C in English Language

How will I be assessed? 

During the course you will build up a portfolio of work. Work will be assessed throughout the course.  You will get a grade for each unit (Pass, Merit, Distinction) and an overall grade of Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction* for the whole course.

The course involves practical activities as well as academic studies. Learning is achieved through workshops, lectures, written work, research, quizzes, demonstrations, individual and group work. There will be lesson time devoted to completing coursework but it is expected that some coursework will be completed at home.

To succeed on this course you will need to be self-motivated and organised as you will be expected to take control of your own learning and progress.

What careers can I enter with a qualification in Music Technology?
This course offers preparation for those who are thinking about a career in the music industry. Jobs in this area include:

· Producer

· Engineer

· Artist

· Manager

· Recording Companies

· Publishing companies

· Agents

· Promoters

· Journalists

The BTEC Level 3 is a good route into Music Technology degree courses at university.

How do I find out more?

If you have any questions that this booklet doesn’t answer, or if you want to find out more about the course and if it is suitable for you, please come up to the Music Technology Department and ask to speak to Mr Abba.  Alternatively you could email him on rma@beauchamp.org.uk
UCAS Points for BTEC Level 3 Qualifications
Still to be finalised (September 2010)
