
SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

FACILITIES
The science faculty has just undergone a £2M 
extension and refurbishment. We have designed 
it so that students can learn in facilities, which 
meet the needs of the developing science 
curriculum. Students are able to access ICT in 
all rooms if required. All 17 rooms have data 
projectors with either interactive whiteboards 
or sympodia. We have a developed a variety of 
rooms building on our experience of what has 
worked well in science and elsewhere. There are 
computing facilities for students in communal 
areas in the Faculty. The ten large laboratories 
are modern and well-equipped. All science 
staff have their own desk and storage within a 
shared staffroom. 
We work collaboratively as a department and 
as a faculty, sharing resources as we develop 
them. These tend to be stored electronically 
and most are available via the VLE. We have 
written databases to allow tracking and target 
setting for students across in the faculty at 
both KS4 and KS5. In general the faculty is 
comprehensively resourced and well funded.

STAFFING 
The science faculty is staffed by an energetic 
and innovative team of 23 teachers, three 
technicians, a Learning Mentor and an 
administrative assistant. The teaching staff 
are specialists in one of the science disciplines: 
fi ve chemists, ten biologists, six physicists and 
three graduate teacher trainees. In addition all 
staff have a working knowledge of ICT. 

CURRICULUM 
Our GCSE students follow the OCR 21st 
Century Science. Currently we offer Additional 
Science to all year 11 students. We also offer 



OCR Separate Sciences for students who opt 
for it. All students study science for six lessons 
of 50 minutes per week. This is 20% of the 
timetable and the students are divided into 
three populations in each year group. 

Teaching groups are broadly setted within each 
population and most teaching groups have 
specialist teachers for physics, chemistry and 
biology for their three double lessons per week. 
The lower one or two groups sometimes have 
two teachers to cover their lessons. 
In 2011 77% of all GCSE science exams were 
passed at a C or above and 99% were between 
A* and G. 
In Years 12 and 13 we teach A2 and A/S levels 
in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Electronics and 
Geology. 

In addition, science staff contribute to the 
teaching of Health and Social Care, Computing 
and Information Technology at A2 and A/S 
levels.

TRAINING 
We believe that new staff have the skills to 
teach effectively across the age and ability 
range. For example, NQTs will usually teach 
A-level students for 9 or 12 periods each week. 
We recognise that this has training implications 
and regularly run sessions on how to manage 
particular lessons and practicals. 

As a faculty we are committed to staff training 
and development. Typically, we have 3 NQTs and 
2 GTs each year and most of us regularly take on 
mentoring roles both offi cially and unoffi cially. 
As well as the scope for career progression 
within Beauchamp, several science staff are 
working towards a Masters in Education with 
Nottingham University. Others have taken on 
responsibilities with the exam boards. 

There is extensive experience within the faculty 
and much of our training is done in-house. 
Current members of the faculty include staff on 
the leadership team and staff with examining 
experience. However, we are suffi ciently well 
resourced to bring in people with additional 
experience for whole faculty training or send 
staff for external INSET when appropriate.


